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Adrianople (EDIRNE, TURKEY) 
A town in Eastern Thrace. 


Antivari (BAR, MONTENEGRO) 


A town in Montenegro. Embarkation point of Suleiman’s army when it was recalled to confront the 
Russians. 


Biela (BYALA, BULGARIA) 
A town on the Jantra river. 


Bivolar (BIVOLARE, BULGARIA) 
A village north-north-west of Plevna, and north of Opanetz, overlooking the river Vid. 


During the siege of Plevna, the Russians built works on the heights to oppose the works at 
Opaneiz. 


Bogot (BOHOT, BULGARIA) 
A villages to the south-east of Plevna. 


Brestovetz (BRESTOVETS, BULGARIA) 
A village to the south of Plevna, and 1,000 yards south-west of the “Green Hills”. 


Bukovar (BUKOVLAK, BULGARIA) 
A village north of Plevna. 


Dessewitza (DISEVITSA, BULGARIA) 
A village west of Plevna. 


DOBRUDJA, THE 
The region between the lower Danube and the Black Sea. 


Dolni Dubnik (DOLNI DABNIK, BULGARIA) 


A village on the opposite side of the Vid to, and to the west of, Plevna. It is on the road between 
Plevna and Sophia. 


Dolni Netropolie (DOLNA MITROPOLIYA, BULGARIA) 


Dolni (or ‘Lower’) Netropolie is a village north-west of Plevna, on the opposite side of the Vid. It is 
west of Bivolar and Opanetz. 


Eski-Zagra (STARA ZAGORA, BULGARIA) 
A town south of the Balkan Mountains. 


Gabrova (GABROVO, BULGARIA) 
A town on the northern side of the Balkan Mountains, at the northern end of the Shipka Pass. 


Galatz (GALATI, ROMANIA) 


A town in Romania, which is an important node where the railway network coming out of Russia 
meets the Danube. 


Grivitza (GRIVITSA, BULGARIA) 
A village to the east of Plevna. 


Gorni Dubnik (GORN! DABNIK, BULGARIA) 
A village on the opposite side of the Vid to Plevna. It is on the road between Plevna and Sophia. 


Gorni Netropolie (GORNA MITROPOLIYA, BULGARIA) 


Gorni (or ‘Upper’) Netropolie is a village north-west of Plevna, on the opposite side of the Vid. It is 
west of Bivolar and Opanetz. 


Kazanlyk (KAZANLUK, BULGARIA) 
A town on the southern side of the Balkan Mountains, at the southern end of the Shipka Pass. 


Kebel 
A village south-west of Plevna. 


Krishin (KASHIN, BULGARIA) 
A village south of Plevna. 


Lovtcha OR Lovcha (LOVECH, BULGARIA) 
A town south of Plevna. 


Medivan 
A village west-south-west of Plevna, on the Vid. 


Nikopolis (NIKOPOL, BULGARIA) 
A town on the Danube to the north-west of Plevna. 


Oltenitza (OLTENITA, ROMANIA) 
A town between Rustchuk and Silistria, on the north bank of the Danube. 


Opanetz (OPANETS, BULGARIA) 


A village north-north-west of Plevna, overlooking the river Vid. The heights were the site of Turkish 
redoubts during the war. 


Orkhanie (BOTEVGRAD, BULGARIA) 
A town north-east of Sofia. 


Osman-Bazar (OMURTAG, BULGARIA) 
A town south of Razgrad and west-south-west of Shumla. 


Pelishat (PELISHAT, BULGARIA) 
A village to the east-south-east of Plevna, immediately south of Zgalevitza. 


Philippopolis (PLOVDIV, BULGARIA) 
A town south of the Balkan Mountains. Important node. 
The Treaty of San Stefano in 1878, which ended the Russo-Turkish War, resurrected Bulgaria as a 
state, but as a state its extent outlined under the following Treaty of Berlin was smaller than to-day. 
A large slice of modern Bulgaria, south of the Balkan Mountains, did not become part of the 


Bulgarian state; Eastern Roumelia was instead made an autonomous region of Turkey with its 
capital in Philippopolis. 


At least until a revolution in 1885 united Eastern Roumelia with Bulgaria. 


By c. 1907, the town of Plovdiv had a population in excess of 45,000 making it the second largest 
city in Bulgaria at that time. 


Plevna (PLEVEN, BULGARIA) 


A town of around 17,000 sitting on the great road between Sophia and Rustchuk and alongside the 
Tutchenitza brook which flows on to the Vid and, in turn, on to the Danube. 


Other roads go to Widdin, Nikopolis, Lovtcha, Trojan, Selvi and Tirnova. 


A former Turkish governor-general, Midhat Pasha, at one point attempted the construction of a 
railway between the town and the Danube, which did not eventuate. 


Rupert Furneaux initially described the town in The Siege of Plevna as sleepy, smelly and dull. 
After the war, a Mausoleum was built to honour the Russian war dead of the siege. 


By, c. 1907, Pleven had a population of around 21,000 making it the seventh largest population 
centre in Bulgaria at that time. By that point, Pleven had been connected by rail to Varna and Sofia. 
By the middle of the 20" Century, its population had nearly doubled with major industries being 
textiles and metal goods. 
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Fig 1. Plevna on the 20" of July per The Defence of Plevna, 1877, by F.W. von Hebert. 


Pyrgos (BURGAS, BULGARIA) 
A major port on the Black Sea, located on the southern side of the Balkan Mountains. 


QUADRILATERAL, THE 


A set of four strong fortifications between the Balkan mountains and the Danube comprising 
Silistria, Rustchuk, Shumla and Varna, which for strategic purposes may be considered a matched 
set. 


The term is also used to refer to the southern region of the Dobruja which falls between the towns. 


Silistria and Rustchuk were located along the Danube. Varna was located on the Black Sea. 
Shumla was located in the hinterland betwixt river and coast. 


Varna, Shumla, and Silistria were all besieged during the earlier Russo-Turkish War of 1828-29, 
though only Varna fell. 


Military author Quintin Barry draws a connection with a similar constellation of forts which existed in 
Northern Italy, known as the Venetian Quadrilateral, which played a role in events including the 
Revolutions of 1848, etc. etc. 


Radischevo (RADISHEVO, BULGARIA) 
A village to the south-east of Plevna. 


Razgrad (RAZGRAD, BULGARIA) 
A town on the railway between Rustchuk and Varna. 


Rahova (ORYAHAVO, BULGARIA) 
A town on the Danube. 


Rustchuk (RUSE, BULGARIA) 
A heavily-fortified town on the Danube. Part of the QUADRILATERAL. 


By c. 1907, Ruse had a population of about 33,000 making it the fourth largest population centre in 
Bulgaria at that time. 


Selvi (SELVIEVO, BULGARIA) 
A town south-east of Plevna. 


Shipka Pass 


Shumla (SHUMEN, BULGARIA) 
A heavily-fortified town just north of the Balkan Mountains. Part of the QUADRILATERAL. 


By c. 1907, Shumen had a population of about 22,000 making it the sixth largest population centre 
in Bulgaria at that time. 


Silistria (SILISTRA, BULGARIA) 
A heavily-fortified town on the Danube. Part of the QUADRILATERAL. 


Sistova (SVISHTOV, BULGARIA) 
A town on the Danube, east-north-east of Plevna. 


Sophia (SOFIA, BULGARIA) 
A town in the west of Bulgaria. 


By c. 1907, Sofia had a population of about 82,000 — being the largest urban centre in Bulgaria at 
that time. 


Telis (TELISH, BULGARIA) 
A village on road between Plevna and Sophia. 


Tirnova (VELIKO TARNOVO, BULGARIA) 
A town on the Jantra river. 


Trojan (TROYAN, BULGARIA) 


A town south of Plevna and Lovcha. It has a population of about 3,500 most of whom are Bulgarian, 
living within around 600 houses. Just north of the Beklemeto Pass over the Balkans 


Tundja Valley 


Tutchenitza (TUCHENITSA, BULGARIA) 
A village to the south-east of Plevna, beyond Radischevo. 


Varna (VARNA, BULGARIA) 
Varna is today one of Bulgaria’s two main Black Sea ports, though in the immediate aftermath of 
the Turko-Russian war of 1877-8, it was the only major port on account of Pyrgos (Burgas) then 
being part of Eastern Roumelia. 


The Devnya and Provadiya watercourses feed a lake which flows out into the Black Sea, 
demarcating the southern extent of the town and cutting the town off from the elevated forested 
ridgeline which comprises the southern boundary of the wide valley in which it sits. The environs of 
Varna are dominated by vineyards and orchards. 


The street layout of the town itself was typical of Turkish urban planning, possessing a warren of 
narrow streets. It was also heavily fortified, being one of the forts of the QUADRILATERAL, and 
possessed ample fresh water from the adjacent lake and from wells. 


By c. 1907, Varna had a population of about 37,000 making it the third largest population centre in 
Bulgaria at that time. 


Widdin (VIDIN, BULGARIA) 
A town on the Danube. 


Zgalevitza (ZGALEVO, BULGARIA) 
A village to the east-south-east of Plevna, immediately north of Pelishat. 


Figures 
1. Map from The Defence of Plevna, 1877, by F.W. von Herbert 
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